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The Flag of the JOHN ADAMS 
Building the JOHN ADAMS on Pitcairn 
by George B. Caldwell, Jr. 


The California Historical Society has received from Thomas and Josiah Ne. Knowles 
a remarkable collection of original documents pertaining to their common ancestor 
Captain Josiah Nickerson Knowles, master of several famous ships including the WILD 
WAVE and later the GLORY of the SEAS. 


In the spring of 1858, Captain Knowles was on a passage in the WILD WAVE to 
Valparaiso, when, due to an error in the chart, she struck a coral reef off the 
island of Oeno about 95 miles north of Pitcairn Island. 


Later, the captain, mate and five seamen with two boxes of treasure started in 
the longboat for Bounty Bay, only to find the British had evacuated all inhabitants 
of Pitcairn to Norfolk Island two years previously. The longboat was smashed in the 
seas when landing. For four months they remained on Pitcairn Island while building 
a schooner, living on fruit, wild game and fish. 


The following passages are taken from the diary of Captain Knowles, which were 
written at the time of the building of the boat: 
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April 1, 1858. Decided to build the boateeeseeApril 4. Began cutting timbers for 

the boateeeeeeApril 8. Got all the timber down to where we were going to build the 
boat. Have got all out but the plankingeeseeseApril 9. Getting out planks for the @ 
boateeececApril 24. At my work planing out plank......eApril 30. Busied myself today 
cutting out beams for our boat. The others at work on boat but they work so slow we 
make but little progress 3. Have got all ready for planking 
May 11e Got her all planked up now for the sealing and deckeee..-May 12. Went around 
houses on Pitcairn to find nails to fasten boat with. Have to use treenails mostlyee 
May 21e Picked oakumeee.e.eMay 22. We have no one that knows anything about caulk- 
ingeecseeeMay 28. Set fire to a house this morning for nails. It burned three more 
houses downeeceeesilay 29. Got a little cabin for me and Mr. Bartlett (on the boat)ee. 
June 3¢ Made 45 fathoms of rope todayeeeseesJdune 4. The boat is all done now but the 
caulkingeeeeesJune lle Paying the seams, burnt my fingers with hot pitche Got the 
boat caulked all over now. Will have her ready for sea in a few daySeeceesJune lhe 
Took the flagstaff down from Pitcairn to make the boat!s mastSeeseceedune 21. Carpenter 
fitting up a cabin for me, quite a fancy little one it is too. June 23. Finished . 
masts todayeeeseeJune 25, Helping the carpenter make a punteeeeseJune 26. Stepped the 
masts fitting on rigging. Got sails to make yet and the skiff...ceeJdunc 27¢ Carpenter 
making pumpe 


The schooner was launched within four months, a remarkable job under the condi- 
tions. She was named the JOHN ADAMS. She was 30 feet long, 8 feet wide, and feet 
deep, having a cabin and carrying three sailse 


Also there is a small book at the California Historical Society which is exhib-= 
ited with the Knowles papers, "The Crusoes of Pitcairn Island", an edition of 100 
copies, privately printed for Henry Sears Hoyt and J. King Hoyt Jre From the book we 
learn that their tools consisted of 6 axes, 2 chisels, 3 planes, a hammer, and a spike * 


gimlet. They had no saw, so had to use an axee 


They made Oakum from scraps of rope picked up on the island. Large pieces were 
unlaid and made into yarns with which to make rigging on a makeshift rope walk, Sails 
were made of every hue and fabric they could find -— cotton, woolen, silk or linen, 
from heavy canvass to the thinnest sheetinze Planks were hewed down to thickness and 
then planed. Food for the voyage consisted of fruit, potatoes, salted hog, bread- 
fruit and salted goat meat. An old anvil served for an anchor and a copper kettle was 
made to do duty as a stove. Seven men built the boat -— Capt. Knowles, Mate Bartlett 
and five men including the carpenter. 


Finally flying the flag of the United States, sewn by the crew from what few 
materials they could spare, which bore only nine stripes and twelve stars (reproduced 
here through the courtesy of the California Historical Society). 


They reached the Marquesas Islands, where they met the United States Sloop~of-War 
VANDALIAg They sold the boat for $250.00. The VANDALIA rescued the crew and passen= 
gers left on Oeno. Captain Knowles continued on his way home to Cape Cod by way of 
Honolulu and San Francisco, to find a new baby awaiting him. 


The other items in the Knowles papers, now in the possession of the California 
Historical Society consist of his diary of the year of the wreck, the accounts of the 
first, second and final voyage of the WILD WAVE, accounts of the EXPOUNDER and his 
<liary aboard her, 1859-60, accounts of thé CHARGER, the KENTUCKIAN and the GLORY of 
the SEAS, his letter copy book, 185-1858, and sundry other documents, together with 
his photograph. Also framed in glass, the''faded, worn but gallant little ensign", It 
is interesting to know that Captain Josiah Nickerson Knowles was an ancestor of our 
Guild member from Frenchman Bay, laine - - Mrs. iJargaret Nickerson Caldwell. 
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BARK HESPER 
By Captain P. A. McDonald 


Among the many sailing craft launched from the yard of the famous Hall Bros. of 
Port Blakely, none were better known than the Bark HESPER and her sister ship ALBERT, 
Both were known for their good looks, performance as passage makers and also distin~ 


guished for being among the few adorned with firsureheads, a rarity with Pacific built 
ships. 


HESPER, apart from making crack passages including one of 9 1/2 days from the 
Hawaiian Isles to Cape Flattery, was chiefly famous or notorious for a fell deed and 
a miscarried mutiny that took place upon the high seas during a passage from Newcastle, 
Australia, North Pacific bound in the early '90's. 


This fine, two skysail yard bark launched in 1882 loaded a cargo of coal in 
Newcastle, 1893 and was at that time captained by A. Sodergreen, chief mate Lucas, 
and second mate Fitzgerald. Among the crew was a certain St. Clair, who by sheer size 
and personality domineered the rest of the crew and convinced them that there was con- 
Siderable specie on board and that he, St. Clair, was a former pirate and that under 
his leadership it was easy to capture the ship by first killing off the captain and 
officers and then sail away for certain waters where the ship could be sold or there 
to pursue the profitable vocation of buccaneering. It seems St. Clair had no trouble 
finding at least some supporters and willing tools among the crew, the most active of 
which was a seaman by name of Sparff and another named Hanson. With these three ring=- 
leaders the others had no choice but remain passive or neutral, being fearful of re= 
prisal in case the mutiny and capture of the ship proved successful. 
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It was the 2nd mate's watch from eight to midnight on the night in question,and 
according to plan he was to be done away with first before invading the cabin to 
either seize or kill the chief mate and captain in order to lay hands on the supposedly 
$20,000 on board. Second mate Fitzgerald, something of a bully it seems, who had 
knocked the men about considerable was persuaded to come forward by St. Clair to 
examine some pretended defect in the rigging and falling into the trap, was attacked 
by the three ringleaders and killed by a few well=aimed blows of a hatchet and his ~ 
body then dumped overboard. When it came time to call chief mate Lucas at midnight, 
a duty usually performed by the 2nd mate, was now done by one of the crew, and with- 
out adequate explanation from the sailor, the chief mate became suspicious and in- 
stead of going on deck as expected by the murderers he called the captain. Capte 
Sodergreen, a powerful young man with a reputation as a tough nut had his young bride 
along and at her insistence armed himself before going on deck, Captain and mate 
upon arrival amidship found the ringleaders waiting for them as well as the unmis- 
takable evidence of foul play. They soon had the murderers handcuffed and the situa- 
tion in hand. The murderers, as well as others of the crew implicated in the plot, 
were landed at Pepeete and from there to San Francisco to stand trial. The trial 
which took place when the HESPER finally arrived at San Francisco lasted but a short 
while the leader St. Clair being blamed for the whole thing was sentenced and duly 
hung; the others receiving jail terms in proportion to their share in the ill-con- 
ceived and miscarried plote 


The subsequent history of the HESPER was that of a shunned ship and the sinister 
deed having taken place upon her decks in the '90's was still a subject of conversa= 
tion amongst sailors around the San Francisco waterfront well into the first decade 
of the century. The chief mate Lucas was a familiar figure around San Francisco and 
other Pacific Coast ports years after the incident that seemed to have fixed a per= 
manent blight upon the bark though she continued to eke out for years a more or less s 
checkered existence. 


In 1911-12 we find the old, leaky and tired HESPER fully loaded in Gray's Harbor, 
South America bound in charge of Captain Charles Hacket, who had, it seems, persuaded 
and convinced backers to underwrite the scheme of fitting out the bark, after dis- 
charge of cargo, to dig, or simply to lift, certain hidden treasure on Cocos Island 
off the coast of Central America, Captain Hacket whom I knew well, claimed to be 
the last of a long list of adventurers possessing the only existing plans of the 
location of this particular cache of gold, silver and plate. 


The HESPER, after a long passage,finally arrived at her Chilian port of dis-= 
charge but the scheme of securing hidden wealth from Cocos Island failed to mater~ 
ialize and the knowledge of the wealth, if any, passed out with the Captain who went 
West a good number of years ago. 


As for the HESPER, some years afterwards in the harbor of Antofagasta, partly 
submerged in the ground swell well inshore, listed and most of her top hamper carried 
away, I spied what was left of the once quite famous, now pathetic and ghosteridden 
old crafte 


When the ship is trimmed and ready For his heart is like the sea 

And the last goodbyes are done, Ever open, brave, and free, 

When the boat's lying waiting And the girls must lonely be 

And Jack aboard is gone, Till his ship comes back? 

Then the lasses fall a weeping 

As they watch his vessels track, Three cheers for the homeward bound} e 
For all their landsman lovers 

Are nothing after Jack, Bill Adams 


Ay 
Pie 
ye 
j 
OWA 
Say 
a 
he 


NAUTICAL RESiRCH JOURNAL 
VOLUME II “a CTOBFR 1950 NUMBER IV 


A LETTER FRO BRUCE GRANT 
Chairman of the Board 


The Nautical Research Guild is nearing another anniversary and it is gratifying 

e to see that it still is holding the same course which was set in the beginning. But 

: back at the start when the NRG began her maiden voyage I suspect she was on dead 
reckoning and the journey did seem a little perilous. But now we have picked up a 


lot of fine navigators and better instruments and we are not uncertain about our des=- 
tination,. 


For my part I cannot think of a thing in the way of improving our method of 
sailing or the way the ship is heading. But I do have one small suggestion in the 
keeping of the log of this journey. I believe that one log is sufficient, and to be 
specific I would say that the Secretary's Monthly Letter and the Nautical Research 
Journal should be combined into one monthly publication. I believe this should be 
called The Nautical Research Journal. 


Why not muster the crew and get their ideas? 


THE LAUNCH of the LLEWELLYN J. MORSE 
Contributed by Charles Fe He Menges 


Bangor Whig & Courier Thursday, Auge 2, 1877 


One of the finest ships ever built in this vicinity is the LLEWELLYN J. MORSE 
now on the stocks in Joseph Oakes & Sons Shipyard in Brewer. 


The hull was made last November and a crew has been at work on her since that 
e time until the present, gradually adding to the crude frame until we now have a noble 
and graceful ship. The frame is all hackmatack, and the deck frame, planking and 
ceiling is the best of hard pine. She has two decks and the depth of her hold is 
2h! & 2", width of’ beam 38! 6", length over all 216, The forward house contains the 
forecastle, galley, sail room, carpenter shop, boys room, and engine rooms 


In the engine room, which is in the after part of the forward house, will be 
placed an engine of seven HeP., which will be connected with the windlass, capstan 
and pumps and can be used in pumping ship, hoisting the anchor, and, in fact, enable 
four men to handle a 1500-ton ship with the utmost ease, Connected with the engine 
is a condenser which has a condensing capacity of 400 gals. in ten hours. 


The workmanship throughout is all of a superior order and reflects credit upon 
the contractors and master workmen. 


The ship is a fine model, has a billet head and an elliptical stern. She will 
be painted a straw color with a red stripe. She will be launched a week from today 
about noon if the tide is favorable. 


Captain Fe Be Ames, of this city, who has superintended the building, is to be 
the worthy commander of this fine crafte 


As soon as the vessel is launched she will be towed to C. G. Sterns & Coe where 
she will load deals for Liverpool. 


The vessel is certainly a credit to Bangor and competent judges who have seen 
her pronounce her a superior vessel in every respecte 


Friday, Auge 3, 1877 


The cabin is large & commodious. The entrance to it is protected by a storm 
house. Descending the companionway you enter the forward cabin which is finished in 


a 
4 
2 
4 
a 
ae 
{ 
. 
HER 
x 


126 NAUTICAL RESEARCH JOURNAL 
VOLUME II OCTOBER 1950 NUMBER IV 


ash and black walnut, highly polished. The mate's stateroom, the pantry and store= 
room, and three spare staterooms all open into this cabin. 


The after=-cabin is very handsomely furnished, the panels being of ash with black 
walnut mouldings with a very fine polish. Between the panels are black walnut pillars 
with gilded Corinthian capitals. The Captain's room and bath room lead out of this 
cabin; a stairway also leads to the deck. This cabin has a large sofa on each side 
and these with the other furniture are upholstered with scarlet plush. 


Messrse Joscph Oakes & Sons are the contractors. Mr. Joel Perkins is the master 
carpenter. Mr. Solomon Howe is the master joiner; riggers are Messrs. Hennesy and 
Angley. The standing rigging is all wire. Messrs, Eldridge and Shaw painted the 
cabin. 


The princival owners are Morse & CoOey Fe Be Amos, Ce. Ve. Lord, Stctson & Coe, 
C. D. Bryant, Eben Trask, J. F. Snow of this city, B. D. Metcalf of Damariscotta, 


Saturday, August 11, 1877 


Yesterday morning between 11 & 12 o'clock large crowds of people were seen with 
umbrellas spread on their way down to the wharfs and long before the launch occurred 
the shore of both sides of the river and the decks of the schooners lying at the 
wharfs were crowded with both ladies and gentlemen anxiously waiting for the vessel 
to start. 


At about 11:0 the shout went up "There she goes" and all looked to see the vessel 
glide into the water as gracefully and evenly as though it were a thing of life. 


As the vessel struck the water she was saluted by the tugs and three rousing Se 
cheers were given by the people. The vessel was taken in tow by the tugs and towed 
to the Maine Central wharf and last evening she was taxen to High Head where she will 
load with deal. 


The launch was very successful and all felt well repaid for thcir attendance 
in the raine (Note: Mr. Menges adds "I question, however, the reporter's statement 
that four men and a seven horsepower engine could handle a three skysail yarder 'with 
the utmost ease? ", 


SPEAKING of SHIP'S BIOGRAPHIES 
from a letter by Robert B, Applebee 


The HENRY B. HYDE had a colorful career and her history would be interestinge 
JAMES TUFT was built at Port Blakcley, Wash., in 1901, by Hall, and I have’ nothing 
on her. “In the east there are many very notable ships. Of the older ones, of clipper 
ship era, there are many: RED JACKET, SAN JOAQUIN, PORTLAND LLOYDS, SAM SKOLFIELD, 2nd, 
RED GAUNTLET, FANNIE SKOLFIELD, ECHO, ARABIAN (these last two being slavers), any of 
the Clippers built in Maine: SPITFIRE, FLYING DRAGON, FLYING ARROW, NONPARIEL, SPEED= 
WELL, SPORTSIAN, a Belfast, Me. clipper that served as a dispatch ship under Farragut, 
GREAT ADMIRAL, any of the "Big 10" six-masted schooners, in the Portland area alone 
there are manye Bath arca would give dozens, Rockland area many, Damariscotta (home 
of the Metcalf vessels) had a great number and along the coast there is Rockport, 
Camden, Belfast, Searsport, Bangor, Brewer, Bucksport, Machias, Robbinston, Eastport, 
Calais, all of which produced many fine ships and would give the best in a line of . 
ship biographies, If Harry Erskine can get Philip Foley he has made a great start in e 
this directions 


Many will tell you, and there are some of them in the Guild, that Maine produced 
NO clipper ships but I can tell you of many = GRECIAN, QUICKSTEP, FANNY S. PERLEY, 
SNOW SQUALL, BLACK SQUALL, WARNER, and there were 10 clipper barks built by David 
Spear at Cumberland, all of the Skolfiecld vessels carried exceptional cargoes and made 
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record trips but because all of these ships or vessels were built east of Boston, or 
Donald MacKay's yard, they are not mentioned. I have often said, and still say so, 
€ that the usual marine writer didn't know that thore was a shipyard east of Bostone 
There were many fine ships built at Newburyport, Mass., Portsmouth, N. Hey Kennebunk 
and Kennebunkport, Me., Biddeford, Portland, Brunswick, Bath, Damariscotta, Penobscot 
area, Eastport whcre C. Huston built many clippers, and on to the St. Croix area, there 
was:. no seemingly end to the ships that were built and there is a good bit of history 
in all of their careers. 


Someone could do a fine article on the NIGHTINGALE and other ships built by the 
Badgers, Hanscomb's Littlefields and others, 


* 


FIRST MEETING of the NEW YORK GROUP of the NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD. 


Thirteen members of the Guild and thirteen guests met at the Seamen's Church 
Institute on Wednesday evening, October 4th, After a delicious roast beef dinner, a 
brief business meeting was held, The following officers were elected: 


Frank W. Thober, President 
William Wilkinson, Vice President 
Carola Paine, Secretary and Treasurer 


It was decided to hold meetings every two months and to use the Seaments Church 
Institute as the regular meeting place. Dues of one dollar per year were assessed 
to cover the cost of mailing notices of meetings, etc, Mr. Gordon Grant and Mr, 
Charles Robert Patterson were designated Honorary Presidents, A vote of thanks was 
given to Miss Marjorie Dent Candee for her help in arranging the meeting, Those 

& present were then introduced, and each one gave a brief account of his interests in 
the marine field, 


Mr, Patterson then told some interesting stories of his seagoing career, This 
soon developed into a general discussion of life on sailing ships, marine art, the 
handling of square riggers and other subjects. Among those taking active parts in 
this were Hr. Grant, Captain Ben Harrison, who was born on the British bark CHEPICA 
off Cape Horn, and James Frost and Michael Folan, both of whom have rounded the Horn 
in square riggers. The meeting adjourned at about 10:30 after a most profitable and 
enjoyable evening, Those present were: 


Members Guests 
Joy Buba Charles Robert Patterson 


- Marjorie Dent Candee Mrs. Edwin N, Rich 
Gordon Grant Helen Thober 
A. G, Law Michael Folan 
Douglas J. Miller Mrs, Michacl Folan 
Howard Miller James Frost 
John M, Minuse Capt, Ben Harrison 
Carola Paine Alice Harriman 
Albert Parsons Capt, Juan Schlatter 
W. F, Gordon Bell Angela Geele 
Edwin N. Rich Benjamin Strong 
John L. Shedd Mrs, Benjamin Strong 


Frank W, Thober Mr, Caseau 
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Letters to the Secretary 


The Brig HENRY of Waldoboro, Maine, from a letter by Robert B. Applebee, 


The Brig HENRY, of Waldoboro, Maine, 258 tons, was buiit in that town in 185) f 
by Samuel Nash, Edward Gilchrist was her commander, Samuel Nash was her principal or 
managing owner but 1) other men, including members of the Nash family, her master, 
and As We Badger, then of New York, owned shares in this prosperous vessels 


On this brigts last trip she left Aspinwall on the Allegheny River for Ste 
Domingo, on December 11, 1857, and while at sea the master, Charles D. Farren, died 
of fever and was buried at sea on December 22, The mate, Peter Morgan, next took the 
fever and died on December 26, Just before the mate died he appointed a seaman, John 
Clark, to take charge of the vessel and sail her to the nearest port. Next to be 
encountered, after the loss of master and mate, were gales and high seas which carried 
away the brigts sails and masts and in this handicapped condition the appointed master 
worked his vessel into the port of Carthegena, New Grenada, on December 30, 1857. The 
Bocachice passage was the real entrance to the harbor but the crew, with shortened 
sail and a few men to handle the brig, could not make that entrance so headed their 
much handicapped vessel for the Bocagrande passage that had been closed for some time 
owing to lack of water over the bar. A letter from the Consul stated that there were 
only three fect of water over the bar and that the HENRY drew eight feet when she came 
through on the crest of the surf. Four of the crew were sent to New York at once by 
the brig TOWNSEND JONES and the other two were left to look out for the disabled 
vessel. 


According to notations on the last document issucd to the HENRY she was sold 
foreign shortly after this, in the port of Carthegena. 


Jersey Craft, from a letter by Wayne B, Yarnalle @ 


Just finished writing some letters for information concerning the sailing vessels 
of South Jersey, That is one area that has sure been overlooked. For some reason or 
other all researchers on sailing craft startcd at Maine and worked their way to New 
York and then skipped over Jersey and started again at Maryland and went to Virginias 
It seems everyone has skipped Jersey and all the coast from Virginia to Florida, So, 
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I hope to fill in the gap at Jersey and already have a good start. This vacation was 
good and the results this time were from all the ground work I laid last summer and 
the one before, It takes a lot of time, but when you get things rolling, it is worth 
it. I still have a huge amount of work to do there and hope I can get after it soon. 
Also, this winter I want to go to work on the drafting of the plans of the Jersey 
craft that I already have here. It is quite a number so will have my drafting work 
cut out for me. Have a few fellows working to help me down there who might turn up 
something soone 


The big trouble with Jersey craft is that they were very local to that areca only 
and as a result you can't take a boat found or built in a nearby state and assume it 
was like the same kind in Jersey. For example the sharpies in Jersey were entirely 
different from those built in New Haven or Maryland. The same is true of many other 
types. Thus, you have to do all the research in Jersey and cannot use research done 
in other areas, Makes an interesting problem, 


Jersey Craft, from a letter by Kenneth C. Smalley. 


The thing uppermost in my mind are thoughts which resulted from Dr. Berenson!s 
trip down California way, during which he visited members of the Guild. It seems 
that every ship model a Guilder had under construction was of a clipper or other well 
known vessels It would seem to me that with the amount of material that exists about 
the clippers, models included, that Guild members ought to concentrate their efforts 
along other lines. If Mre Yarnall and I see so much to be done in the small state 
of New Jerscy, what about the other seahoard states? 


Many so-called local craft still exist in this country. Why not spend our time 
doing research on these? And I do not mean merely making up a list of vessels built 
in an area and getting a few lines, but to make a serious attempt to obtain pictures, 
sketches and drawings (or copies of them) and details of any and every part of hull 
and rigging, etc. To complete the picture add these items to your search: old sail 
lofts, ship yards, ship chandlers, owners, captains and seamen, Also photos, photo= 
stats, old papers and the like will give you answers not now in the record. 


Letter by A. Le Van Name, Jre, ie Dey Urbanna, Va. 


My people were in the oyster business between Staten Island, N.Y, and Virginia 
as Van Name Bros. and as such pioneered in the development of Virginia oyster industry. 
They owned many schooners and sloops in this tradc, one schooner, a famous craft well 
remembered,was called the William N,Van Name but I was unaware the family ever ran 
anything larger until Mr. Applebee advised me of the two barks, I suspect they were 
owned by some Van Names unknown or distantly related to our branch of the family, but 
this is only surmise, I could go on and on indefinitely on the family vessels, the 
schooners, ctCe, ctc., but maybe I had better wait to answer specific querys if any. 


Spar Dimensions of W. H. Webb Clippers, from a letter by William N, Fenerine 


I note in the Gam Chair that mention is made of "contributions for the good of 
the cause", I have the dimensions of the spars of three clippers built by We He Webb, 
New York. It occurs to me that this information is not generally available. I am 
enclosing figures on the SWORD FISH which are taken from the American Edition’ of 
Sheet Anchor by Darcy Lever with additions by George W. Blunt, published 1858, New 
York by E, and G, W. Blunt. I also have spar dimensions of the FLYING DUTCHMAN, YOUNG 
AMERICA and the GREAT REPUBLIC. (Note: the spar dimensions of the SWORD FISH will be 
sent upon request from the Secretary's officee) 
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Ships of the 17th and 18th Centuries from a letter by Peter A, Brady, Harlow 
Moor Drive, Harragate, Yorkshire, Bnglande 


I wonder if any of your members would care to correspond with me on the subject 
of model ship building? My own period is the 17th and 18th centuries, and I am hoping 
to specialize in the Dutch Admiralty and English Royal yachts of that time. I would 
like to discuss plans on the subject, materials, equipment and methods of worke 


Perhaps I may be able to be of some assistance in obtaining information for some 
one engaged in research on a particular type of ship, if so I would be very glad to 
helpe 


From a letter by John J. Flynn. 


Crotjac braces, especially on a man-of=war were not fastened to the yard arm in 
the conventional manner but further inboard to give clearance to the main back stays, 
that is when the braces led under the main top, Earlier periods the hauling end of 
the cro! jac braces were secured to the main shrouds. For a brief period the braces 
of the upper mizzen yards led to the peak of the Gaff, old drawings show it so, 
(Note: the above paragraph from Mr. Flynn's letter was returned for further explana- 
tion. His answer follows.) 


As to the Cro%jac braces, will say that when I first saw a model rigged with the 
mizzen topsail braces leading to the peak of the gaff, I was quite scornful due to 
my ignorance. The model was a part of an estatc that was being liquidated and should 
have gone to a museum. Wonderful piece of work, Now, Andcrson in his book on rigging, 
tells us that these braces led to the peak of the lateen yard, this was in the later 
part of the 17th century, presumably before and after that date. I have read in 
another book which I do not have that at a later date when the lateen was supplanted 
by a spanker, the mizzcn topgallant and royal braces led to the peak of the gaff. To 
me it appeared a very clumsy arrangement. No doubt it was a period of trial and error. 
That book also had a sketch of the arrangement, 


No, I didnt dream that one up, it came from as good authorities as there ares 
As to the rigging of cro'jac braces on men of war, besides the brace blocks being 
fastened to the yard further inboard to give clearance to the mainmast back stays, 
and the block with the hauling part fastened to the aftermost main shroud, Anderson 
says at times the braces crossed themselves, that is the starboard cro'jac brace led 
from the yard arm to the port, aftermost main shroud and the port brace to the after~ 
most starboard shroud. Just one of the items that come up in this wonderful hobby 
of ours, Anderson says he has seen some queer rigging on old models and prints and 
does his best to reason things out and make it understandable. Does this clarify the 
subject? 


Offset Bow Sprits, also from Mr. Flynn. 


. Here is something I found on offset bowsprits, which I found since I sent in 
my query on same, 
The reason for bowsprits to be bedded to’one side of the stem head, on large 

ships such as men of war in the early periods, was that the foremast was stepped so 
far forward the bowsprit had to be set to one side so it could be brought inboard 
far enough to secure the inncr end. Thcy lay on the starboard side of the stem head. 
The story goes on to say that in some instances the foremast was virtually stepped 
on the stem deadwood if not the stem itself, The bows were so bluff that the first 
two frames werc framed to the fore side of the third frame. ly understanding of 
stepping the mast so far forward was that duc to the bluffness of the bows the sails 
had to be kept as far forward as possiblc in order to stecr the ship, the head sails 
being a big help especially when a whip stock stcering arrangement was in uSee, 
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The Wrecks of Three Builders Half Models, from a letter by J. P. Shaw. 


e I saw an act of desecretion the other day, I had to call at a house in this 

city to see about a transfer of the same. They were building a boat in the back yard, 
. and, of course, I had to see it. In the shop were two or three lifts of mahogany and 
cedar, beautiful clear stuff. The amateur builders, for I don't think a professional 
builder would do this, had just punched the dowels out, and used the cedar and maho=- 
gany when they wanted a nice clear piece, They said it was the half model of one of 
our Pacific coast four masted schooners. I hope their boat sinks. 


I had another calamity, too. When I was in college, I found our servant girl 
chopping up my best half model for kindling wood, She said it split so nicely. It 
was the builder's model of a three masted shipe 


Speaking of modcls = how many of you remember Dr. Thompson's drug store in San 
Francisco? Dre Thompson was a 'y9er in San Francisco. He was a druggist. His shop 
was at the corncr of Stuart and Market Streets, I think there is a fruit stand there 
nowe He had been there for a great many years, and specialized on ship's medicine 
chests. His store was .onc of the sights of San Francisco - it was chockea=-block full 
of ship models, some of them dating to the clipper ship days. Knowing my interest in 
such things, he said I could have them when I was twenty-one, The big fire, we had 
no earthquake = it was a fire, occurred during my twenty-first year, and those beauti+ 
ful models were all burned upe I was a sergeant in the National Guard then, When my 
company got off the ferry on Thursday morning, the earth = fire I mean, occurred on 
Wednesday, the fire had just reached the water front and Dr. Thompson's store was 
just then burning. It was only one short block from the Ferry Building, but Market 
Street was burning then, and I could not save even one model. 


SHIP MODEL EXHIBITION 
The twenty-second annual exhibition of the Washington Ship Model Society, by 
arrangement with The Naval Historical Foundation, will be held at the Truxtun-Decatur 
Naval Museum, 1610 H Strect, N.We, Washington, De.Cey October 3. 


The more than 0 models to be exhibited range from a Chesapeake Bay bugeye to 
the passenger liner QUEEN MARY, from H.M.S. BOUNTY to a modern American submarinee 
Among the models are a U. S, destroyer of the Fletcher class made by James W. Harbin, 
Jre3 a whaler, the JOHN S. MANTA, by J. Eugene Beach, a British lifeboat by Kenneth 
A. Foote; a 17th century ship-of-the-line of the Royal Navy by Harold J, Cooks and ~ 
PT boat 501 by Robert H, Sauter. PT 501 was used to convey General George S, Patton, 
Jr. to France in the invasion of Normandy, General Patton was an active member of 
the Socicty for years, This year's judge is Rear Admiral Charles D. Wheelocky UeSeNe, 
Deputy Chief of the Bureau of Ships. 


"MODEL van de OORLOGSBRIK IRENE" by E. W. Petrejus 
A Review by John R. Stevens 


On the count of illustrations alone, on which this book is reviewed, it is to my 
. mind the finest production yet dealing with the construction of an old time warship. 

, The IRENE was built for the Royal Navy, and in that service, had the names GRASSHOPPER, 
and later KETTY. She was launched in 1797, and captured in 1811. 


e There are 200 pages, and everyone has at least one drawing on it, many have more, 
dealing not only with the most minute details of construction and rig of the IRENE, 
but of many other vessels of the 17th to 19th’ centuries as well. In addition to a’ 
hundred or more detailed drawings in the text, there are complete masting, rigging, 
and sail plans, and separately, folding plans of the ship's lines, inboard profile, 
etce 
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American modellists will be given a jolt by this book, and it will show them 
they have far to go before Nautical Research reaches the same state of advancement 
on this side as it does in Holland and Sweden. Published by N. Ve Ultgeversmij., 
" De Esch", Hengelo (0 ) Holland. Price, about $6.00. e 


A Word from the Membership Chairman -- Willis Le Nyee 


All members of the Guild are on my membership committee. Fall is here and all 
hands are back on the job. Send me the names of those you cannot contact personally. 
Each new member receives a complete file of issues for the current year. Our goal is 
200 members, Every member get a member and we will have well over 200. It is ob= 
vious with this increase cach issue will be twice its present size with double the 
number of illustrations. I wish to thank those who have sent me their list of pros- 
pects. 


QUERIES and ANSWERS 


Answer to Query No. 94 of Chas. F. Davis == Plates of Ships, Universal Dictionary 
of Arts, ctce, ty John Re. Stevens. Regarding this query, the plates used 
were half sized copics of the plans in Stccl!s "Naval Architecture", As far as they 
having been reproduced lately, all I know of arc in my "Old Time Ships", 


Answer to Queyr No. 86 of Dr. Robert Hucbner <= Brig CABOT —- by John Re Stevens. 

qin Annapolis, they have a model of a brig named the FAIR AMERICAN, which must have 
been very like the CABOT, ce 1776. I made sketches of this model several years back 
and could supply information on it which could be used in reconstructing the CABOT. 
Such reconstructed plans of the CABOT as I have secn make the ship look more of the 
1812 period than 1776, 


Query No. 107. Can anyone give me information on English merchant galleys used during 
e end o e 17th and early 18th centuries? Where can I get prints or sketches of 


these vessels, photostats, etc. I will be very grateful any help. 


Query No. 108, New Jersey Sailing Craft by Wayne B, Yarnall, Can anyone advise 

me where 1 can obtain photographs of the following Jersey built sailing vessels: Hay 
barge (1 and 2 masted), Schooners (2,3, and 4 masted), Sloops, Sturgeon Skiffs, Shad 
Skiffs, Sailing Barges (2, 3, and 4 masted), Garvies, Sharpies and Fishing sloops 

and schooners, If possible I would like to have a shot of them undersail. 


Query No. 109, What was the rig, tonnage, dimensions and size of crew of the early 
English revenue cutters in service between 1754 and 1766? 


Query No, 110, Did you ever hear of a 13=pdr, cannon? R, W. Chambers in his book 
"Love and the Licutenant", also states that the Hessian artillery had on their batt- 
eaus six, 12 and 2h pounders This was on Lakes Champlain & George, This doesn't 
look right to me, 


Query No, 111, Who is the author and publisher of the book on the stone sloops? 


Introducing New liembers 


Howard Miller, 1550 East 45th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. Information concerning if. 
Miller's nautical interest did not accompany his application and we hope to have 
this in a later edition, Such information helps us to become better acquainted, 


(Continued on page 13h) 
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EYE to BUSINESS 
NOTES from the California Historical Society 


& Among the Alfred Robinson papers in the Society's library is the following letter 
. from his employers, the newly established Pacific Mail S, S,. Company, written just be- 
. fore he left New York, as the company's California agent, in the JOHN BENSON, At the 
time of writing the discovery of gold was known to only a few in New York; it was not 


until the night before he sailed that it was generally known. 


New York, 8th Dec,,1848 
Dear Friend: 


This serves to enclose you memo Invoice of 1 Box containing 17 Pans constructed 
for the washing of Gold--these pans have been constructed under the direction of Mr, 
A, H. Sibley, with whom you are acquainted, and are shipped on joint account with him; 
they are half for his account, the other half on our 3/3 account, Mr. Sibley has the 
idea they will bring a very large price should the Gold washing continue at the time 
of your arrival -=- you will use your own judgment in disposing of them...The Box is 
marked with your name and we send it on board the "Benson" to go along with baggage 

We are truly your Friends 

Howland & Aspinwall 
Note: There are 1) references to the firm of Howland and Aspinwall in Cutler's 


Greyhounds . 


THE SHOP of THOMAS HORNSBY 


I certainly would like to see Diefenbach's shop, I have one you know, It has 
been several years in the making and is now about 95% complete -—- I tore dovm the 
cellar walls because they were damp and rebuilt them myself -- I paneled the walls 

& in knotty pine, also the work benches and cabinets underneath. I have an old carv- 
er's bench and over 200 woodcarver's tools. Don't have so many power tools == screw 
lathe, model makers lathe and rig, polishing head, jig saw, power saw, flexible shaft 
with motor and a few Rube Goldberg's arrangements, I guess I never can see Diefenbach!: 

shop. My studio work shop is 124" x 26', but suppose his is larger, Oh well, I 

learned a long time ago to get along with what you have, 


LIGHTENING CONDUCTORS 
by R. F, Sewall 


"Top Gallant Masts" -- Sway up on mast rope == Point royal mast head through — 
ship the truck with signal halliards rove, spindle and conductor attached, etc," 


"It is a matter of no little surprise, that so many vessels in the merchant 
service, are equipped without this necessary appendage; and that even those used in 
the navy are little else than nominal conductors, put up apparently in view of keeping 
within the pale of some expiring regulation, A great number of vessels from which 

no accounts have been received, have doubtlessly been lost solely, in consequence of 
not being properly protected against effects of lightening", (from "Nautical Routine 
and Stowage"' 1849), Note: Comments will be welcome from the Afterguard. 


—- 


A GROUP in CHICAGO 


It is gratifying to note that the organization of the Nautical Research Guild 
: in New York came as a direct response to an ad in the Gam Chair, -- and so we onter 


another ad to this effect -- "Wanted some member to organize a gr 
eS the Chicago district," g group of members in 
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(New members, cont'd, from page 132) 
Ward Keyn, 2177 Audrey Place, Los Angeles, Calif, The following is taken from Mr, » 
Keyn's application, "Newspapering in Philadelphia, free lanced copywriting for about 

5 years, managed a small modern art gallery for 3. Arrived in Los Angeles just in time 

to turn on the radio and participate in the national stomachdrop, December 7, 1941. | 
However, since it didn’t appear I was needed immediately, returned to my first, my 

only love ~ bookselling, From rare books and fine bindings I transferred to the mer= 

chant marine for the duration, emerging three years late: with a commission, Within 

the last hour I made the decision, warmly seconded by Rarbara, my spouse, to begin 

anew in the book business, strictly on my own, specializing in the literature of the 

Sea, the Ship and the Sailor, I want to join the Guild,” Siot for what I have to ater 

but for what I can learn", 


R, T. Shayler writes -- "There is one thing about ship modeling — 
it sure leads to an extensive education if you stick with it long 
enough and follow up all the side lines it offers......Ed. N. Rich 
writes that he got a fine print of 17th Century Naval gun carriage 
at Mariners! Museum from a Norwegian book which covers the transi- 
tion stage from 1597 to 1745 which he needed. Also some prints of 
Queen Ann guns from Williamsburg, Va.... John J, Flynn says: 
"When reading accounts of the same story by different authors, 
they very often contradict each other and they all think they 
are right"...lir. John J, Flynn when reading some old copies 
of the Shipmodeler by McCann saw that the Captain reported the 
remains of an old ship on Manitulin Island and that it 
might possibly be the remains of La Sallets GRIFFIN — The * 
size of the remains and the French workmanship are the 
base for this assumption....A New York member reports 
that it took 15 days for the September issue to reach 
him=---21l we can do is to put them in the mails...A post 
card from Bill Adams says "I am curious to know if any 
of the arm chair and work bench sailors know what a 
bumper stay is and what it is used for?",.., The latest 
ship model kit off the ways of the Model Shipways is the 
GJOA --= she is Amundsen's famous ship which in 1906 was 
the first to make the Northwest Passage. She is now en= 
shrined in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, The photo shows a beautiful model with 
all sails set, The complete set of plans was draw by our London member William H, 
Honey....At one time we thought we were showing fine progress if we had two members 
in the same city, But now we have two members under the same roof <= Mr, Howard Miller 
is a brother of our member Mr, Douglas J. Ifiller and both receive their mail at the 
same address, 
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